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Summer Progress 

 

2020 has been a challenging year due to COVID-19 restrictions. Despite these 

challenges, we were able to hire four summer students.  

● Ethan Spenceley, a recent graduate of the Holland College Heritage Retrofit 

Carpentry Program, was hired for construction purposes and rebuilding the 

privies. 

● Mia Frasham - Assistant Caretaker &  “Jack of all Trades”  

● Ella MacLeod & Aidan Campbell were in charge of cataloguing all items and 

conducting outdoor tours. 

Mia assisted with supervision of the students and Mary Bradley arranged daily 

volunteers to be onsite as support. The students enjoyed a wrap up pizza party hosted by 

Darwin Woods & Mary Bradley. 

 

Left: Students hard at work. 

 Right: Students enjoying their pizza party. 

 

 



 

With house tours cancelled, it provided an opportunity to complete required work in the 

living room, dining room and second floor maid’s room to remove wallpaper, repair 

plaster and prep for painting. Students built interpretive panels and picnic tables for 

outdoor visitors to use. Outdoor tours included a visit to the archaeology dig. 

 

 

 

Other outdoor main projects included construction of a ramp for accessibility, repairing 

the front deck, and dismantling the dairy/back porch. Repairs to the brick foundation, 

flue, and privy roof were completed by Jake deFonseca. Volunteers Morley Smith and 

Leo MacDonald assisted with outdoor projects.  An underground water line was 

installed by Rob McPhee. The lawn was landscaped and seeded by Corrigan 

Construction. They also did the new exit and culvert. Dave MacPherson from HMCS 

Queen Charlotte Division and his naval cadets came several times to clear the area 

surrounding the archaeological digs as well as the footpaths.  Staff of MacPhail Woods 

Ecological Forestry Project created a footpath through the woods on the east side of 

Blooming Point Road. 

 

 

Left: Freshly painted 1951 Massey Harris Tractor & hand plow - restored by Darwin 

Woods 

Right: Raised garden beds.  

 



 

 

Over 600 diverse species of trees were donated and planted through the Green Spaces 

Program from the PEI J Frank Gaudet Tree Nursery. Staff of Winter River - Tracadie 

Bay Watershed Association, assisted by volunteers Cate Corrigan, Terry Howatt, David 

MacPherson, and Chad Dunsford completed planting this fall.  Outdoor gardens (raised 

beds) were prepared and planted by Cate Corrigan, Terry Howatt and Gwen Vessey. 

 

Agriculture 

 

Philip and Donnie Hughes, Robert Hughes and Jeff Bysterveldt are the farmers who 

continue to work the land and follow the plan and vision of the Trust. As well, Sheldon 

Wheatley installed beehives on the property this summer. 

 

Glenaladale Schoolhouse 

 

Moveall Construction prepared the schoolhouse for moving. The site preparation was 

completed and the official move took place on Thursday, Oct 1, 2020. Several former 

students, board members, community supporters, and volunteers were on hand to 

witness this historic event - the relocation of the schoolhouse to its new and 4th 

location. We were fortunate to have a bald eagle fly overhead during the move as if to 

bless this momentous occasion. 

 

  

 

Left: Moving of the schoolhouse.  

Right: Former students of Glenaladale School.  

 

 



 

Rum Running Festival  

 

Due to the continued pandemic restrictions, we had to rethink and be creative on how to 

celebrate our annual Rum Running Festival. In place of this three day event, we hired 

local filmmaker Jeff Eager of HBH Productions to develop a series of vignettes that 

feature aspects of the rum running story. We will be excited to showcase the final 

productions early next year. Please watch our website for updates. 

 

Documentary – Saving Glenaladale 

 

Local filmmaker Mark Sandiford is making a documentary web series about 

Glenaladale. Sandiford has teamed up with historian and Glenaladale Heritage 

Trust Board Member, J. Marc MacDonald Ph.D.,  who conceived of an d proposed 

the documentary last year. Saving Glenaladale  will be a five-part series, with each 

episode focusing on a different time of year and featuring particular themes of the 

Glenaladale estate’s story. Filming began in time to capture some of the exciting 

events and improvements that took place this fall, including the relocation of the 

Glenaladale schoolhouse. The documentary series will serve as an important and 

entertaining medium for expanding awareness of the project. Saving Glenaladale 

will be in production until next August and will appear initially on FIBE TV, likely 

next fall. 

 

 

250th Anniversary of the Arrival of the Scottish Settlers. (2022) 

By Angela McDonell 

 

June 25th, 2022 will mark the opening of the 250th Anniversary Festival 

celebrating  the arrival of the first large Scottish Catholic immigration to Canada. 

Celebrating the arrival of the Glenaladale Settlers is of great importance to Prince 

Edward Island, Canada, and many parts throughout the world.  

There will be nine days of Gaelic workshops, ceilidhs with traditional music and 

local entertainment, a grand tartan ball, blessing of the tartans, chances to enjoy 

Scottish and Prince Edward Island food, showcasing of Island artists and artisans, 

and many occasions for learning about genealogy as well as clan reunions spread 

over the nine days and throughout the year. 

We will kick off our big year with a Robbie Burns Night in January, 2022 and  end 

by celebrating St. Andrew's Day in November. It is hoped that these e vents will 

continue long after the anniversary year is over, as we look forward to the next 

milestone. This coming January, we will be hosting a virtual Robbie Burns evening 

with traditional music and a wee bit of Burns' poetry. Stay tuned for more details. 

 



 

Winter River – Tracadie Bay Watershed Association – 2020 Projects at 

Glenaladale  

By Sarah Wheatley 

 

This summer the crew spent hot days on less strenuous activities like tree pruning 

and thinning trees to promote less common species. They used these branches and 

cut trees to make debris piles for wildlife. After most of the crew went back to 

school, the remaining staff worked with other volunteers to plant several hundred 

trees near the new trail.  

Shoreline cleanups are another favorite activity for hot days of summer, so the 

crew cleaned the Glenaladale shore of waste such as styrofoam buoys and bits of 

netting and ropes. They also used Glenaladale as a base to canoe to other nearby 

areas (where we didn’t have easy vehicle access) to clean those shorelines too. The 

cleaning efforts also included collecting waste from a dump site in the forest, and 

roadside cleanups all along the Blooming Point Road.  

 

 

Staff hard at work on shoreline cleanup at Glenaladale. 

 

Our nature loving staff members have also been learning to use iNaturalist to 

identify and record interesting plant and wildlife sightings. Anyone can use this 

free app to record sightings of plants, animals, and fungi. We created a project just 

for Glenaladale and sightings that people record (except for endangered species), 

will automatically be incorporated into the dataset. The project record is available 

online for anyone to view: 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/glenaladale-estate-pei  

  

Summer field crew: Cydney MacSwain, Samantha MacSwain, Jessica McBride, 

Sarah McBride (Assistant supervisor), Evan Cahill, and Katherine Abrey.  

 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/glenaladale-estate-pei


 

Supervisors: Brittany Steele, and Raena Parent.  

Watershed Coordinator: Sarah Wheatley 

 
 

Students Paddle the Hillsborough to Glenaladale 

By Philip Pierlot, Charlottetown Rural  

 

The focus of this trip, something we have talked about for a couple of years, was to 

re-create with students something of the experience of paddling and portaging as 

it was done routinely by the Mi’kmaq and the early French settlers as they used the 

Hillsborough River -  the Elsetkook to the Indigenous, Riviere-du-Nord-Est to the 

French, and East River to the British.  This portage, and others like it, made use of 

the very narrow land between Tracadie Bay and the Hillsborough as a regular 

passage between the North and South shores.  The trip began for us at Mt. Stewart, 

paddling downriver about 11 km to the landing which connects through current 

fields and a woods trail to the Portage Road. A 4km walk with the canoe, beginning 

with carrying it and then using a little wheeled cart once we were on the road, 

brought us to Glenaladale on the Blooming Point Rd and very close to the 

gathering area for early French and Mi’kmaq at the head of Tracadie Bay. We 

paddled a 26 ft cedar canoe, with 10 paddlers, that was built as one of two at 

Charlottetown Rural. We hope to go another step soon by completing the portage, 

staying overnight on the Glenaladale property and launching on Tracadie Bay to 

complete the passage fully as it was done in the past.  

 

  

 

 

 



 

 Donations 

 
Glenaladale was pleased to recently receive a very generous donation from Richard 

Currier King. Richard’s roots go back to Nova Scotia and Scotland. Richard gifted 

us with a Glenaladale Tartan Kilt, Vest & Tie, along with a shirt, jacket, sporran 

and several other items for full Scottish Dress. Richard is pictured below, wearing 

the Glenaladale kilt, vest, and tie. He is with Bill McDaniel, High Commissioner of 

Clan Donald USA and Peter MacDonald. Peter, a tartan historian specializing in 

18th century tartans, tracked down the fragments of original Glenaladale Tartan 

here on PEI and recreated the pattern. He arranged for a small run of the tartan 

and Richard was one of the people who purchased a kilt. We look forward to 

meeting Richard in person—hopefully in 2022 so we can thank him personally. 

 

 

L-R : Richard Currier King; Bill McDaniel - High Commissioner Clan Donald USA; 

Peter MacDonald - Tartan Historian 

 

Our Family History Room received several items this past couple of months: 

● Burton MacDonald and Rosemarie Sampson donated their Book:  Allan Gillis 

(1868-1923) and Catherine “Kate” MacEachen(1881-1953) Early Settlers of Port 

Hood , Nova Scotia Their Ancestors and Descendants 

● Denis Penton donated a copy of Historical Family Insights Related to William 

Cornelius MacDonald (1878-1957) Auld’s Cove/ Mulgrave, NS 

 



 

● Jacqueline MacDonald was looking for a home for two special family pictures - 

her grandfather, Senator JJ MacDonald of Glenfinnan, PEI  MacDonalds  and his 

mother, Mary Anne MacDonald. 
 

 
Looking Ahead 

 

Despite the ongoing challenges COVID-19 has posed for us all, we are proud of our 

continued efforts and progress at Glenaladale. We are ever grateful for the support 

of our donors and volunteers.  While we have accomplished many things over the 

past few months, we are looking ahead to further hard work, especially in 

preparation for 2022, when we gather to celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the 

arrival of the Glenaladale Settlers in 1772. Your financial support will help keep us 

on track in meeting important goals and deadlines. To those who have given 

generously, we sincerely thank you.  You may consider a regular donation which is 

easy to do by visiting our website: www.glenaladalepei.com/donate. Alternatively, 

you may donate through Canada Helps or PEI Community Foundation’s 

Glenaladale account. Official tax receipts will be issued for donations over $20. 

For those able to do more, we offer a full range of options for larger amounts. 

Please reach out to our Chair Mary J. Gallant at 902-394-6131, via email at 

glenaladalepei@gmail.com  or visit our website to learn more. 

 

 

Our “Glenaladale Piper” - Angela McDonell 

 

http://www.glenaladalepei.com/donate
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